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President’s Message

By: Philip J. Spalding, P.E.

Change is good! We all hear this saying on a regular basis and surely have our own thoughts on the
matter. I am personally putting the theory to the test right now. NTH’s Detroit office moved into Ford
Field on October 28" and we are still unpacking boxes, working out the bugs in being the first commercial
tenant in the stadium, and adjusting to a very different environment. (I hope that everything is resolved
before the December 10™ chapter board meeting here!)

Similarly, last month I moved my family into a long-anticipated new home that we had built in Macomb
Township. Like the NTH move, we are still unpacking boxes, etc. and my kids are adjusting to new
schools.

While both moves involved huge change, both have provided me with personal satisfaction and growth.
Change is good? Those of us have read the little book, Who Moved My Cheese?, or similar “classic”
references may agree with this sentiment.

As engineers, we must embrace change as the engineered world changes. New building materials or
methods, advances in information technology, and other major changes in our profession require that we
stay current with changes in our profession. To that end, I encourage all of you to continue to learn,
continue to grow, and continue to change. As much as I hate clichés, the old adage “the rolling stone
gathers no moss” gives a roundabout idea of what happens when we fail to change.

To support your continued learning, the Detroit Metro Chapter is sponsoring a tour of the new Compuware
headquarters project on November 20™. Last month’s tour of GM’s renovations to the Renaissance Center
was well attended and we expect to fill up the Compuware tour pretty quickly. They have limited us to 25
people so sign up soon.

Our new Secretary, Dave Mast, has embraced change and has begun broadcasting information on
upcoming programs, etc. via email. He received the list of addresses from the NSPE database so if you are
not receiving his emails and would like to, please send him a note at dmast@nthconsultants.com.

How is the recruiting going? I have not finalized the prize for the top recruiter yet but it will include a
night’s stay away from Detroit, so get those applications in!

As always, I hope to see you at upcoming programs. Do not hesitate to call if you have any suggestions for
improving our society or questions on how you can become involved.

I wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving!
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MSPE Detroit Chapter Presents:
Tour of the COMPUWARE Headquarter Building

November 20, 2002 (REVISED FROM 11/6/2002)
Tour starts at 5:00 p.m. **Tour limited by Compuware to 25 people.

Street parking free at 6 p.m. (meters, $0.50 for ¥ hour)
or Surface Lots or Greektown Casino Garage.

Meet at the offices of U.S. Equities, located on the 6™ Floor of the First National
Building. The First National Building is located at the corner of Cadillac Square and
Woodward, immediately south of the new Compuware Building site. The tour will be
led by Mr. Steve Belcaster, U.S. Equities. HARD HAT is required.

Dinner after tour at the New Parthenon Restaurant, starting at 6:30.
The restaurant is walking distance from the site and is located at 547 Monroe
Avenue, Detroit, Ml 48226. Tel (313)963-8888

$25.00 per person for dinner.

Compuware has limited the tour group to 25 people. Spots filled in the
order of RSVP. Space still available as of 10/29!!

Please RSVP by Nov. 15, 2002.

RSVP to Mahmoud E. EI-Gamal, Ph.D., P.E.

Professional Service Industries, Inc. (PSI)

Tel (734) 453-7900
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